


 Stage 2 objectives begins: 
◦ 1st October 2013 for Eligible Hospitals (EHs)  

◦ 1st Jan, 2014 for Eligible Professionals (EPs) 

 

 More healthcare providers… 
◦ sending more electronic data… 

◦ to more public health programs… 

◦ for the entire reporting year… 

◦ for higher stakes. 

* CMS Electronic Health Record Incentive Program 



• Make a plan for each reporting period of Stage 
2 

• Which types of exchange will be offered, and 
how? 

• Will an HIE be used? 

• Work with providers on registration 

• Work closely with HIT coordinator and 
Medicaid agency 

• Organize internally and educate staff 
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Stage 2 MU includes new guidance and 
processes for public health reporting 

• Declaration of Public Health Agency (PHA) 
Capabilities 

• CMS developing a centralized repository of PHA 
capacity information 

• EP/EH Registration with PHA 

• Providers registering intent with PHA to initiate 
ongoing submission 
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Stage 2 MU includes new guidance and 
processes for public health reporting 

• On-boarding/Ongoing Submission 

• Expectation of ongoing submission of data to 
PHAs 

• Written requests from PHAs instructing providers 
take action during the onboarding process  

• Acknowledgments to EP/EHs 

• Communication from the PHA affirming that the 
provider was able to submit relevant public 
health data  



Stage 2 MU - Public Health Agency Guidance 
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Stage 2 MU Public Health Reporting  
Requirements Task Force 
 

Formed to discuss and develop consensus around 
standardization of the new processes across domains 
and across jurisdictions 

 
Representatives from: AIRA, ASTHO, NACCHO, ISDS, 
CSTE, PHII, NAACCR, State PHAs, ONC, CDC, and 
others. 
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Stage 2 MU Public Health Reporting  
Requirements Task Force (Continued) 
 

Task Force Focus Areas (Work Lanes) 
• Declaration Process 
• Business Processes   

• Registration of Intent 
• Onboarding 
• Acknowledgement of ongoing submission 

• Transport & Specialized Registries Reporting 
• Inputs to this Task Force include: 
• Leveraging and expanding on work done during 

breakout groups at the recent JPHIT Meeting  - 
10/15- 10/17 



Stage 2 MU - Public Health Agency Declaration Process 

8 

From the Stage 2 MU Final Rule: 
To clarify the timing issue, the EP or hospital must determine if the 
PHA has the capacity to accept electronic data using the 
specification prescribed by ONC for the public meaningful use 
within the first 60 days of the EHR reporting period. If the PHA does 
not have the capacity to accept reporting (including situations when 
the PHA accepts electronic data but states it lacks capacity to enroll 
the EP, eligible hospital or CAH during that reporting period), the EP 
or hospital can claim an exclusion for this measure related to the 
data that cannot be accepted. In determining whether the PHA has 
the capacity, CMS anticipates developing a centralized repository 
for this information, including a deadline for the PHA to submit 
information. If the PHA fails to provide information to this 
centralized repository by the deadline, the provider could claim the 
exclusion. In the event, that we are unable to develop a centralized 
repository, providers will make the determination of PHA capacity 
by working directly with the PHA as is currently the case for Stage 1 
of meaningful use.  
 

(Source: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-04/pdf/2012-21050.pdf,  Page 
54021) 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-04/pdf/2012-21050.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-04/pdf/2012-21050.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-04/pdf/2012-21050.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-04/pdf/2012-21050.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-04/pdf/2012-21050.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-04/pdf/2012-21050.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-04/pdf/2012-21050.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-04/pdf/2012-21050.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-04/pdf/2012-21050.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-04/pdf/2012-21050.pdf
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What is the “Declaration Process”? 
 
The new process associated with CMS establishing a centralized 
repository for providers to use when determining whether a Public 
Health Agency has the capacity to accept electronic data using the 
specifications prescribed by ONC for the public health related 
objectives. 
 

PHAs will have to “declare” their Stage 2 MU readiness to CMS  

CMS Centralized 
Repository 

PHA MU 
Objective 

Readiness Data 

 

Providers PHAs 

Declaration Process 
PHA MU 

Objective 
Readiness Data 



Stage 2 MU - Public Health Agency Declaration Process 

10 

Implications for PHAs 
• Must provide Stage 2 MU capacity information to 

populate the repository by deadline set by CMS  

• Determine which objectives the PHA will support 
(accept registration of intent, onboard, and 
ongoing submission) 

• Determine the provider type(s) it will support for 
the objectives (EPs, EHs/CAHs)  

• Provide the required data to CMS to declare 
capacity 

• If PHA does not provide capacity information to CMS, 
providers could take an exclusion for that objective 
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Public Health Meaningful Use Declaration Process - 
Requirements and Recommendations 
 
Stage 2 MU PH Reporting Requirements Task Force 
delivered a document containing requirements and 
recommendations related to the “Declaration Process” 
to CMS to inform  their development of the centralize 
repository of PHA  capacity.  
 
 
Disclaimer: The actual functionality of the repository 
and processes to populate it may be significantly 
different from the task force’s recommendations. 
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Declaration Process 
 
General Information 
• Allow any PHA to declare readiness 

• Repository should only contain information on 
PHAs that provide readiness information to CMS 
by the deadline 

• MU PH objective(s) the PHA will support 

• MU PH objective(s) the PHA will NOT support 

• Repository information available for EHs by 
10/1/2013 and EPs by 1/1/2014 
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Declaration Process - Task Force Requirements and 
Recommendations 
 
• PHAs should be allowed to validate the 

information in centralized repository prior to 
publishing 

• Ensure data submitted was captured 
accurately by CMS 

• CMS communicate to the PHAs 15-30 days 
before the declaration deadline 

• Identify PHAs that have submitted data to 
CMS 
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Declaration Process - Task Force Requirements and 
Recommendations (continued) 
 
 Declaration will be for the fiscal/calendar year 

 PHAs should be allowed to update their 
readiness  throughout the calendar year 

 Declaration should be made by the health 
authority (e.g. commissioner, official, director) 

 Coordination among authorities at different 
jurisdictional and programmatic level should be 
promoted/encouraged 
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Declaration Process - Task Force Requirements and 
Recommendations (continued) 
 
PHA Supplied Data Elements (Partial List) 
 Name Description 

Public Health Objective Name of Meaningful Use public health objective  

  

PHA Readiness  
Whether or not PHA can technically receive data and accept EP/EH 
registration for the objective  (Yes/No) 

PHA contact 
information 

Information that the EP/EH can use to register with the PHA, learn 
how to attest  (e.g. webpage hyperlink, email, phone) 

Transport   
The method or methods of data/message transport supported for 
the objective 

Date/Time The date and time that the PHA can technically receive data and 
accept EP/EH registration for the objective   

Memo Unstructured text note providing additional information, needs to 
have a character limit 
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Declaration Process: Conclusion 
 

The planned centralized repository would:  

• Allow providers to more easily locate their 
PHAs to understand its capacity to support 
the MU objectives 

• Provide some standardized information about 
PHA capacity 
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• Business Processes (Work in Progress)   
• Registration of Intent 
• Onboarding 
• Acknowledgement of ongoing submission 

 
• Transport & Specialized Registries Reporting 

Sub-Groups (Work in Progress)  
 

• Communication 
 

• Dissemination of Guidance documents 
 



 All state Medicaid agencies submit yearly 
Medicaid HIT plan updates 
◦ May include 90/10 match requests for working with 

HIEs (cost allocation) 

 Public health will need to work with the 
Medicaid agency to determine if this is a 
viable option for some public health funding 

 States have been successful in getting 
funding for: 
◦ Supporting a single gateway to public health MU 

systems 
◦ Onboarding providers 



 Maryland Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene (http://mmcp.dhmh.maryland.gov/ehr/SitePages/meaningful-

use.aspx) 

 

 Washington Department of Health 
◦ http://www.doh.wa.gov/PublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/HealthcareProfessionsandFacilities/Da

taReportingandRetrieval/ElectronicHealthRecordsMeaningfulUse.aspx 

 

 Nebraska Department of Health and Human 
Services 
◦ http://dhhs.ne.gov/publichealth/epi/pages/MeaningfulUSe.aspx 

 

http://mmcp.dhmh.maryland.gov/ehr/SitePages/meaningful-use.aspx
http://mmcp.dhmh.maryland.gov/ehr/SitePages/meaningful-use.aspx
http://mmcp.dhmh.maryland.gov/ehr/SitePages/meaningful-use.aspx
http://mmcp.dhmh.maryland.gov/ehr/SitePages/meaningful-use.aspx
http://www.doh.wa.gov/PublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/HealthcareProfessionsandFacilities/DataReportingandRetrieval/ElectronicHealthRecordsMeaningfulUse.aspx
http://www.doh.wa.gov/PublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/HealthcareProfessionsandFacilities/DataReportingandRetrieval/ElectronicHealthRecordsMeaningfulUse.aspx
http://www.doh.wa.gov/PublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/HealthcareProfessionsandFacilities/DataReportingandRetrieval/ElectronicHealthRecordsMeaningfulUse.aspx
http://dhhs.ne.gov/publichealth/epi/pages/MeaningfulUSe.aspx
http://dhhs.ne.gov/publichealth/epi/pages/MeaningfulUSe.aspx


 Whether Meaningful Usereporting is ready, 
including date of readiness 

 Transport mechanisms used 

 Accepted message format(s) used 

 Contact information for someone who can 
answer questions on Meaningful Use  

 Specific information on 
onboarding/submission process 
◦ Steps in process 

◦ Length of time 

 

 

 















Discussion 



 How have you educated staff at the 
Department on Meaningful Use?  

 How is the department working with the HIE, 
as well as your State's Medicaid agency, to 
support MU? 

 How do you coordinate across programs in 
the Department? 

 How have you improved communications to 
EP and EH regarding connecting to PH? 

 Do you have any advice for states in 
preparing for MU? 
 
 



Jim Kirkwood 
(571) 522-2305 

jkirkwood@astho.org 


